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Underground Oil Tanks

If you have an underground oil tank, you may want to consider replacing it with a
new basement tank. Here’s why:

As underground oil tanks get older, the risk of an oil leak increases.

Underground oil leaks are impossible to predict in advance, since buried oil tanks
and lines cannot be visually inspected for exterior corrosion or wear and tear.
Furthermore, oil leaks from underground tanks and lines can be very difficult to
detect and costly to clean up.

Because of the potential hazards involved, most mortgage lenders will not make
a loan on a property that has an underground oil tank. Homeowners and real
estate agents are required by law to disclose the existence of underground oil
tanks, which could prevent you from selling your property.

As your oil dealer, we would be happy to install an above ground oil tank for you
and to prepare a no-cost quote for this work. Please call our Richie LaFond, our
Service Manager at 860-4090 for more information.

We are not able to remove or close your underground oil tank:

For a list of contractors who work with underground storage tanks, go to
www.anr.state.vt.us/dec/wastediv/ust/home.htm or contact Ted Unkles
(241-3882) at the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources.

For a helpful brochure, “Removing your Farm or Residential Underground
Storage Tank,” go to the web site given above and click on publications.

Please note that Vermont Petroleum Cleanup Fund (Call Susan Thayer at 241-2361
for more information) may be able to help:

If a tank leaks and the cleanup is not covered by your homeowner’s insurance, the
state fund will pay for the reasonable costs of cleanup, after the homeowner pays
a $250 deductible.

The fund also offers grants of up to $1,000 towards the removal, replacement or
upgrade of residential underground storage tanks. Priority is given to applicants
who have tanks that pose the greatest environmental threat, and to those
applicants with lower incomes.



